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Jessica Davis, Jamie Garwood, MPA , and Dr. Andrew Downs 
Department of Political Science, College of Arts and Sciences, Indiana- Purdue University Fort Wayne  
Finding the Education Gap in Allen County 
Abstract 
   Education is an issue that affects us all. It is not something 
that you buy once and never use again, but rather an 
investment. It is something that no one can ever take away 
from you. Education allows for growth in all areas of life. 
Higher levels of education result in lower crime rates and 
boost the economy. The way that the United States attempts to 
offer a basic education to all citizens is through thirteen years 
of elementary, middle, and high school education. However, 
this system has not always proven to afford the same 
opportunities to every student. Our country has had a long 
history of discrimination within education, from before Brown 
v. The Board of Education (1958), and continuing today. While 
courts and legislatures have tried to rectify overt 
discrimination it is clear that minority students still face a less 
transparent battle in equal educational success. This inequity 
can be seen not only at a national level, but also at a local level 
here in Allen County. 
 
    My research focuses on educational outcomes in the Fort 
Wayne Community, East Allen County, Southwest Allen 
County, and Northwest Allen County school districts. I have 
analyzed different testing measures of the students such as  
SAT and ACT scores, diploma types, graduation rates, and 
other indicators that will determine a student’s success in 
education after high school. The data sets are from 2007 to 
2011 and include the most recent data. This analysis of college 
success indicators show that minority students within our area 
schools, while improving, are still not achieving at rates that 
are equitable to their white counterparts. Moreover, Allen 
County students are not meeting benchmarks that are 
predictive of college success. 
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Results 
  
     In comparison to the national average, Indiana will see a nearly 
9% increase in jobs across the state and in the STEM field. However, 
this is about 8% less than the national average. It is projected that 
there will be an increase from 105,560 jobs in 2008 to 115,570 jobs in 
2018. With this increased amount of opportunities in the STEM field 
our high schools should also be reflecting a push towards these 
opportunities for all students. However, this is not what is seen in the 
performance data of the FWCS, EACS, SACS and NACS. The 
opportunities are diminished even more for minority students within 
these school districts.  As a whole these four school districts have 
never seen more than 33% of the graduates from a given school 
continuing their education in the STEM field and have mostly been 
under 25% since 2007. These schools have seen an increase in overall 
graduation rates every year since 2007, especially with minority 
students, but these graduates are still failing to succeed on tests and in 
classes that prepare them for education beyond high school at much 
higher rates. As well as being under represented within these “college 
ready” opportunities.  
           
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
   
  
   This disadvantage is seen in the free/reduced lunch rates as well. 
Students who receive benefits of having either free or reduced lunch 
rates are also graduating at much lower rates of Academic Honor and 
Core 40 diplomas   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The SAT or the ACT are entrance exams required by all 4 year 
institutions  for beginning freshman admittance. While the highest 
composite score of the SAT and ACT are 2400 and 36 respectively, 
Indiana saw its highest overall average composite SAT score of 1472 
in both 2009-10 and the 2010-11 school years. The College Board is 
the administrator of the exams, and they have also configured a 
benchmark result for the SAT of 1550. This benchmark is a predictor 
of the students success in the student’s first year of college. While 
not a guarantee, it does predict that 65% of those students receiving 
the 1550 benchmark are at a greater probability of earning at least a 
B- (2.7 GPA) during their first year of college. Within the years 
examined the State of Indiana has not met that benchmark. Only 
SACS and NACS have consistently met this benchmark in Allen 
County. SACS saw the highest levels in 2007-08 school year with a 
composite score of 1629. EACS and FWCS composite scores have 
not seen a score higher than 1468 in 2008-10.  
      
 
Method 
     The four school districts in Allen County comprising  
eighteen high schools and thirty-two elementary schools were 
analyzed through the results of the student’s testing measures. 
Public schools published all SAT, AP, free or reduced lunch, 
ISTEP+, remediation rates, and diploma types. Private schools 
published only information for remediation, graduation rates, 
and diploma types. All of the information obtained was 
through the Indiana Department of Education, College Board, 
and Indiana Commission for Higher Education. State totals 
were also provided. The information was examined for the 
school years of 2007 through 2011, because these were the 
most recent years provided by the state at the start of the 
research. Job growth information, especially on Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) statistics were 
obtained from the US Department of Labor, US Department of 
Commerce and Georgetown University.  
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The SAT Report on College & Career Readiness  
The College Readiness Continuum 
Many factors contribute to college readiness. A student is considered 
college ready when he or she has the knowledge, skills and behaviors to 
successfully complete a college course of study. Because college 
readiness and completion is dependent on many academic and non-
academic factors, students who score below the SAT Benchmark can 
still succeed in college.  
The College Board continues to advise that, for individual high-stakes 
decisions such as admission, SAT scores should always be used 
together with high school grades and other factors. 
 
PROBABILITY OF ACHIEVING A FIRST-YEAR COLLEGE GPA OF A  
B- OR HIGHER — BY SAT PERFORMANCE 
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SAT Benchmark
Source: The College Board 
Institution Graduates 
Needing 
Remediation 
Enrollment in 
Bachelor's  
Enrollment in 
Associate's   
 Enrollment 
in STEM 
Enrollment 
in Health 
Field  
 State of Indiana  31% (10,195)  67% (21,810)   33% (10,636)   19% (6,115)  
 
8% (2,744)  
 Bishop Dwenger  
18% (12) 
 80% (119)   20% (30)   27% (40)   7% (11)  
 Bishop Luers  19% (13)  87% (58)   13% (9)   15% (10)   12% (8)  
 Blackhawk 
Christian Jr/Sr/  
20% (3) 
 87% (13)   13% (2)   27% (4)   0% (0)  
 Canterbury  0% (0)  100% (20)   0% (0)   15% (3)   10% (2)  
 Carroll  19% (45)  69% (161)   28% (64)   24% (56)   11% (25)  
 Concordia 
Lutheran  
25% (21) 
 75% (63)   30% (25)   32% (27)   5% (4)  
 Heritage  31%(21)  55%(37)   39%(26)   15%(10)   19%(13)  
 Homestead  19% (50)  74% (195)   25% (65)   22%(57)   7% (19)  
 Leo  12%(13)  74% (81)   23% (25)   25% (27)   6% (7)  
 New Haven  41% (40)  50% (49)   48% (47)   18%(18)   13%(13)  
 North Side  52% (68)  50% (66)   47% (61)   11% (14)   11%(15)  
 Northrop  43% (92)  54%(114)   45% (96)   23% (48)   15%(32)  
 R Nelson Snider  
36% (72) 
 58% (115)   39% (78)   17% (34)   16% (32)  
 South Side  59% (89)  45% (67)   53% (79)   7% (10)   17% (26)  
 Wayne  66% (71)  32% (34)   69% (74)   7(7%)   17% (18)  
 Woodlan  23%(10)  57%(25)   43%(19)   27%(12)   14(6)  
Source: Indiana Commission for Higher Education, 2010-2011 School Year. 
 
Source: Indiana Business Research Center, using TIGER/Line 2006 second 
edition files from the U.S. Census Bureau, August 2007 
     The state of Indiana has three main diploma types that students earn; 
Academic honors, Indiana Core 40 and a General High School diploma. It is 
recommended that all students attain at minimum an Indiana Core 40 
diploma which is the lowest accepted diploma type by all 4-year public 
institutions for beginning freshman admittance in the state of Indiana. Since 
2007, all four school districts have seen an overall increase in Academic 
Honors and Indiana Core 40 diplomas. But there is consistently between 
19% and 30% of students who are not even eligible to go to college, because 
they are graduating with only a General High School Diploma. For minority 
students this disparity only increases. Area black students have never seen a 
rate higher than 16% of students earning an Academic Honors diploma.  And 
a range between 30% and 53.8% of students are only completing the 
requirements for a General High School Diploma. Area Hispanic students 
have slightly higher rates of Academic Honors Diploma attainment with a 
high reached in 2009 by SACS of 43.8%. FWCS averaged 25.5% of all 
Hispanic graduates would attain a General High School diploma between 
2007 and 2011. EACS and SACS averaged 35.8% and 13.6% respectively 
(NACS minority student level was too low to provide data). Out of those 
students whom are completing the requirements for either an Academic 
Honors or Core 40 diploma in the years between 2007 and 2011 graduates 
are seeing high rates of needing remediation coursework. 
 
EACS Honors 
’07 
Honors 
‘11 
Core 40 
‘07 
Core 40  
‘11 
General 
‘07 
General 
‘11 
Black 16.1 16.9 30.1 45.1 53.8 38 
White 36.3 41.7 39.2 44.2 24.5 14.1 
Hispanic 0.0 34.5 53.8 44.8 46.2 20 
Asian  *** 10.9 *** 60 *** 29 
Multi 7.7 20.8 38.5 54.3 53.8 25 
FWCS Honors 
‘07 
Honors 
‘11 
Core 40 
‘07 
Core 40  
‘11 
General 
’07 
General 
‘11 
Black 15.4 13.8 41.9 66.2 42.7 20 
White 34.44 42.5 47.3 37.8 19.7 9.8 
Hispanic 27.7 15 43.8 68.9 28.5 16.1 
Asian 46.7 29.7 50.0 64.1 3.3 6.3 
Multi 35.3 18.3 29.4 67.6 35.3 14.1 
Source: Indiana Department of Education, 2007-08 and 2011-12 school years. *** 
indicates suppressed information from 10 or fewer students.  
  Free & Reduced Paid Meals 
 Institution    %Honors '11   %Core 40 '11   %General '11   %Honors '11   %Core 40 '11   %General '11  
 State of Indiana  15.4%(3,089) 54.7(10,947) 30.0%(5,992) 
 
37.4%(16,402)  
 
47.3%(20,714)  15.3%(6,693)  
 Carroll  17.6%(9) 39.2%(20) 43.1%(22) 37.5%(140) 48.0%(179) 14.5%(54) 
 Heritage  25%(6) 66.7%(16) 8.3%(2) 43.5%(47) 49.1%(53) 7.4%(8) 
 Homestead 
Senior  14.3%(8) 41.1%(23) 44.6%(25) 47.8%(214) 37.1%(166) 15.2%(68) 
 Leo  21.7%(5) 39.1%(9) 39.1%(9) 44.0%(88) 46.5%(93) 9.5%(19) 
 New Haven  24%(18) 40.0%(30) 36.0%(27) 39.4%(56) 43.0%(61) 17.6%(25) 
 North Side  20.6%(49) 50.8%(121) 28.6%(68) 39.6%(38) 40.6%(39) 19.8%(19) 
 Northrop  18.4%(34) 64.9%(120) 16.8%(31) 32.5%(93) 58.7%(168) 8.7%(25) 
 Paul Harding  5.2%(4) 46.8%(36) 48.1%(37) 13.3%(4) 63.3%(19) 23.3%(7) 
 R Nelson Snider  26.2%(49) 42.8%(80) 31.0%(58) 48.5%(143) 39.3%(116) 12.2%(36) 
 South Side  13.(27)% 68.7%(138) 17.9%(36) 35.9%(37) 48.5%(50) 15.5%(16) 
 Wayne  10.9%(15) 67.2%(92) 21.9%(30) 24.1%(21) 59.8%(52) 16.1%(14) 
 Woodlan  28%(7) 48.0%(12) 24.0%(6) 46.1%(41) 42.7%(38) 11.2%(10) 
Source: Indiana Department of Education, 2011-12 school year. Private institution 
information was suppressed.  
Source: Picture from 
mapsof.net. SAT scores 
provided by The College 
Board 2011 results.  
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   A causal effect of this under performance is due 
to urban blight. This occurs when a previously 
functioning and thriving community begins to fail. 
In the 1950’s and 60’s a similar trend was seen 
with white flight. White flight consists of residents 
leaving their communities, because of minority 
residents moving into their communities. The 
white residents moved to the suburban areas taking 
with them the prosperity that they were feeding 
into that community’s economy and education 
system.  Schools were later required to begin 
bussing students from the suburban areas into the 
city schools. This was intended to rectify this 
issue, but  by looking at today’s trends in Allen 
County we can still see there is still 
disproportionate representation. The two largest 
school districts in Allen County, FWCS and EACS 
are also the most under performing schools. Both 
of these communities average household incomes 
are significantly lower than SACS and NACS. 
From the 2010 Census FWCS average household 
income was $41,356 and EACS as at $51,650; 
compared with NACS and SACS was at $78,560 
and $85,673 respectively. Another factor that 
makes the blight evident is the population growth. 
Both FWCS and EACS saw a decrease in 
      Finally, this information also demonstrates that Allen County and 
Indiana are not competitive with our surrounding states. Indiana  ranks 
49th out of 51 states including the District of Columbia in SAT 
rankings. The map below provides our surrounding states SAT results 
for 2011. Indiana is nearly 200 points behind the next closest state of 
population  by 1.33 and  6.62; where NACS and SACS saw a 
significant increase of 32.77 and 16.66. 
 
     This information demonstrates that while Allen County schools 
are making improvements in some areas, there are still more 
improvements that are needed. 
Ohio. This is leaving our 
students drastically 
falling behind and unable 
to be competitive for 
jobs in our  region. In 
order to make our 
students competitive for 
these jobs we must work 
at fixing these 
inequalities in our 
education system.  
